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BY PATRICK SYMMES

THAT'S NICE, your little Alaska. One-fifth the size of
Brazil, but mavbe vou like modest. The ocean off Hawaii is
pretty; too bad the biomass is all in the Galdpagos. Nevada
has a lot going for it—but not the 11 languages of similar-
sized Ecuador,

You don't really want middling and monochrome, do
yvou? Mo. You'd prefer large. (“Dude, lguact is almost
three Niagaras!™) If vou're going to have penguing, why
not 500,000 on one beach? (I1t°s called Punta Tombao,
Argentina.) You'd like a surfing coast with twice the
waves and half the boards? (Southern Ecuador to north-
ern Chile, Not to mention Brazil and Uruguay. )

Yup, for a real adventure, you need an expanse of earth.
Something bigger than vour dreams. A place where the
phirase No es posible still translates as “Oh yeah? Watch
this" Call me when vou reach the real America—the one
they call South.

You couldn’t build this place in SimEarth: Adventire
Travel Edition. South America is an immense continent,
yet it has the coherence and culture of an island. It
is ends-of-the-earth remote, but vou can get there in
an old VW bus. The cultures are exotic, bat they're not
incomprehensibly alien. Same for the languages: even
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five words badly pronounced will
get you treated like a hero.
And there's always more of it:
scores of islands from Chile to
Colombia, a dozen countries, hun-
dreds of indigenous nations, and
uncountable dirt roads going to
places unknown, at least to you, It is
cleaner and greener than North
America, at least outside the cities.
You don't know what visibility is
until vou'"ve watched ripples on
Lake Titicaca through ten miles of
thin air. Speak to me of whitewater
whaen you can pronounce Futaleafa.
I've hitched the plains of Patago-
nia, horsed it over the Continental
Divide in Chile, and floated remote
corners of the Amazon. [ drove a
maotorcycle from Buenos Aires to
Lima once and even back again. I
also drove a few nails inbo the cabin | started near
the trout rivers of Esquel, Argentina. ["ve had alost
city in the clouds (Kuelap, Peru) all to myself. In
the Galapagos, | learned that yvou stop being scared sometime around the 100th
shark. Even Hugo Chivez can't keep me out. (Los Roques or bust!) And after 20
vears of grazing, I'm still bungry: the 12,000-foot Altiplano, a plateau of north-
ern Argentina, is on my list, along with the wildlife in Brazil's Mato Grosso.
Cartagena, Colombia, sounds fun. I've still never made it to Tierra del Fuego. [
dream about studying capoeira on the beach in Itacaré, Brazil, where the dancing
martial art was born.,
Fortunately, the place keeps

getting bigger, Much of South e ST,
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up; paradoxically, as better
economies and new infrastruc-
ture have arisen, the supply of
places tobe discovered has sur-
passed the demand. There are
more turnoffs, more traflheads,
miore lost corners. There's un-
peopled wilderness (Suriname,
anyone?) and booty-shaking
masses (see: Maracand Stadium,
Rio). And, ves, in South America
they can bring the comfy. You
don't have to suffer.

There's a rueful old joke
down South America way. God
is making the world, and he
gives South America too much.
He starts with 4,000 miles of
cloud-splitting Andes, adds the biggest rainforest in the world and then the
largest river by volume. He sticks gold, silver, and oil everywhere. He fills up the
oceans, Even the deserts are supetlative. (Driest! Highest!) Finally, Saint Peter
eries out, “God, slow down. You're giving them way too mach!

The punch line —*Don't worry,” God says, “wait till you see the poor people™ —
is funny to self-deprecating South Americans. But the setup is what matters to
us. Somebody made this other half of America too big, too good. Where else is
adventure getting better all the time?

PATRICK SYMMES IS THE AUTHOR OF CHASING CHE: A MOTORCYCLE
JOURMNEY IN SEARCH OF THE GUEVARA LEGEND (VINTAGE)




GETDOWN

Our experts' ten picks of
where to sid, raft, trek,

surf ride, climb, and beach-
hop the continent

EXPLORE THE AMAZON

One of the Dest ways to experience the
Amazon's increcithe array of dheersity s
at Eouador’s little-known Huaoran
Eccbadae. a solar-powared oasis in the
heart of the 1.7 million acres of Amazon
owned by the Huaorsni, the tribe at the
center of Joe Kane's 1995 book Say-
ages. After a 40-minute flight from the
small town of Shell—already the egge
of chilization=you'll land in the village
of Quehueri'ono (translation: Cannioal
River, but don't be alarmed). Your guicke
will pohe you down the show-moving
Shiripune In a dugout canoe to the
lodge, a traditional paim-thatched din-
ing room surrgunded by flve simple
cabins. Thare, you'll learm how 1o use a
blowgun, perfect your machete swing,
sat traps for monkeys and peccaries,
drirk the banana-smoothie-like con-
coction called chucwa, and meet the
tribe’s vislanary leader, Mol Enomenga
Highn points: spotting a jaguar on the
riverbank while Earmpsng an a remote
platform undar the stars, than geiting
up before dawnto swim bersath a
towering waterfall, Mot many tourists
have saen the Amazoa this way, In fact,
twi branches of the Huaorani still live
Imvirtual solation downriver—and pre-
fier it that way. Five days. $860 per pér-
son, doubke cocupancy’; husorani.com
—~STEPHAMIE PEARSDOMN

FLY-FISH ARGENTINA

You could pay an American outfitter
five grand to helicopter you toa
rarnate river in Patagonia, poknt out
a fat wild brown trout, and hald your
hand while you cast. Or you could
throw a decent six-welght fly rod.
boots, and some leaders [2x ta 5x)
in a pack, book a flight to Barilacha,
Argentina (Delta and Continental

fly thraugh Buenas Alres), anddo it
yourself, The trout here are big—
senEn, eight, ten, twalve pounds—
and the beauty of the place |5 the
dizzying amount of options within a
day’s reach. For easy access, the big
Rio Limay flows out of the eastern
share of 250-square-miké Lago Mahuel
Huapi (day floats with Barloche
based Outfitters Patagonia, 370!
autfitterspatagonia.com; bring
Winolly Buggers with rubber legs)
Want ta cast dry fies to rising 16-to
24-inch fish in the vicinity of exactly
no one? Book a three-day, £0-mile
flaat on the pristine Rio Caleufu
{81,050 with Cutfitters Patagonia).
If you'd rather wade-fish without a
guide, diive twe hours north to the
Rio Malleo with a hatful of Parachuts
Asdams and Phaasant-Tail Mymphs.
Or drive two hours south of Barlloche
and float remote Fonck Lake, whare
you'll catch as many 20-inch browns
as you wish, (Just don't go the day
after it rains—the road will rasemble
a milkshake.) If you dorm't have access
to a boat, make for Espejo Chico
Lake. walk araund the shorelineg, strip
Woolly Buggers along the steep
ledges, and walt for your rod to 9o a
very big double take. —ABE 5TREERP

CLIME BOLIVIA

Wihan talk turms to mountalineerng

in South America, amne peak comeas to
mind—argentina's £2.834-foot
Aconcagua. But that ignores the
spectacular peaks of Balivia, Moun
tainesrs gravitate toward this country
for the same reasons they nead to
MNepal One, it's got soul. And Dad, with
ite elevated Altiplanc, deep blue skies,
and bég glaciers. Bolivia feels Hima
layan In scope. Deplarse In the 161h-
century capital of La Paz and you're
already at nearly 12,000 feat. There,
meel your group of Berg Adventures
International guides for a 16-cday
axpeedition. After five days of trekking
and accEmatizing (and getting blessed
by an Aymara witch doctor) on isla del
S, in Lake Titicaca—where you'll see
the same balsa-wood boats Thor
Heyerdahl modeted Karn-Tikl after—
you'll trawel to base camp at the eoge
af a prestire mountaln lake inwestern
Baolivia's Cordillera Real. Depanding

on weather conditions, avalanche
hazasrd, and the group’s experience.
the local guides will choase up to four
chmibs, from the steep Sumimit ridge
of 17.618-foot Peqguefo Alpamayd 1o
tha relatively straightforward ascent
of Bolivia's highest peak, 21.463-foot
Sajama. If Sajamna |5 a sucoess, attempt
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3. KARANAMBU
LODEE,
RUPUNUNL,
GUTANA

BEST FOR:

18,700-foot Cabeza de Condor, the
Bolivian Matierhorn. Your reward 7 A
soak in nearby hat springs. $3,200;
pergadventures.com —5.0

BONEFISH IN VENELUELA

Welcome to the best place in the world
to bonefishe the flats of Los Roauses, an
old-style Caribbean paradise 80 milas
aff the coast of verezuela. Hera's winyy
anly 1,500 people Inhabit the 350-
islarud chain, and the surrounding
turgualse walers—packed with coral
reefs, mangrove forests, and sea-grass
beds—are the protected Los Roques
Archipelago Mational Park, Hurricanes
rarely land here, and with year-round
tamperatures averaging 81 degrees
there's never a bad time to cast. Did
we mention that during high-tide sea-
son, betwesn October and December,
you're likely to catch pearmit, targon,
and banefish all in the same day?
When you're not fishing, kick back
deckside at the simple, sophisticated
Per Raton Lodge, a five-bedrocm inn
with a chef who cooks up & mean lob-
ster. The indge Is just far encugh from
Gran Rogue, the islands’ main village.
that you can enpoy salitude o walk to
the town square for the islanders’
endiess stream of fiestas. For your first
Wisit, gowith an expersenced fishing
outfitter like Frontiers Travel, which,
besides leading you to the best fish,
can also help you navigate Hugo
Chavez territory. After all, you're in
Venezuela—it's not dangerous, but

traveling can be logistically tricky,
Five-night, four-day trips, from $2.795
per persamn; frontierstravel.oom =5F.

RAFT EPIC WHITEWATER

The Andes Mountains rise to helghts
exceadad only by the Himalayas. Here,
5.000-foot canyons seem to dot the
countryside kike footprints in & sand-
box. At the bottom of nearly all of
those canyons is a wild, primeval, tem-
pestuous river—a whitewater fanatic’s
paradise. Pery, with its comibination of
native cultures and remote rvers feed-
ng into the Amazon ralnforest, s
ground zera for expharatory raft trips,
whene you encaunter wildlife—parrots,
glant river otters, condors=that is
much less surprised to see you than
the indigenous locals are (you wave,
they stare). Eventually the rafts round
tha bend and drog in on anather sat
of Class |V rapids. 1t's all very chillzed,
n a Gods Must Be Crazy sort of way
Global Descents offers multi-day trips
on the {relatively) easily accessed but
etill ramnote Rio Apurimac, rear Cusco
{$3.500, Including an Inca Trail trek:

globakdescents.com}. Earth River
Expeditions has a new trip this year
explaring the practically undiscovered
Rio Yaverg, where Peru’s highlands
transform Into Amazonlan rairforest in
3 less-than-100-mile stretch ($3,300;
earthrivercom ). South America’s
most renawned whitewater classic,
though, Is Chile's Futabeufi, The Fu,
as it Is known, has the unkgue trifecta
of being impossibly clear, massively
powerful, and refreshingly brisk, While
planty of compankes lead trips on the
Fu, anly Earth River offers multi-day
putings that invohe wooden hot tubs,
five-star meals, and a night spent
above the forest fioor In a handcrafted
treahcuse ($3.300; earthrivercom)
RYAM KROGH

FIND COLOMBIAN RUINS

Thirk of ruins in South Armerica and
wous think bachu Picchi Think again
La Clisdad Percida (the Last City), in
northern Colombia, is one of the mast
proaminent archasological sites on the
continent, And while it's true that
Cobomibia has had its safety problems—
in 2003, elght trekkers were kidnapped
at La Cludad Perdida by the Mational
Liberation Armmry and held for 101 days—
the L5, State Department reports that
security has markediy improved in the
past decade. {Just be aware that oer-
tain parts of the country remain unsafe,
likas the Border areas and eastem
Calomibla.} Book a guided tour of the
Lost City with Turcol outfitters and
vou'll rest easier. | met my guides in the
faded coastal colonial town of Santa
Marta and began the trek to La Ciudad
Perdida, a not-for-the-faint-of-heart
five=day, 30-mile journey into the
jungled and steap Sierra Nevada de
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ECOLOGICAL
FiGE LUBGE,
PANTANAL, BRAZIL
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Santa Marta, Our group was smali=just
sy of us, a guide, and a e porters. We
slept i harnmocks at night and trekked
through farmiand, swam urder water-
falls, and crossed the Rio Buritaca ning
times (no bridges) before we reached
the gateway to the ruins: 1,200 jageed
and mass-covered stone steps. We
spent two nights at La Cludad Perdida
and were the only ones there, Ag| stood
mud-soaked on the grassy terraces
built in the late aighth cantury that
once tesmed with the city’s residents,
realized that if La Ciudad Pesdida
were amywhere but Colomibia, it would
have thousands of visitors pes year
From $270 per person; turcoli8.com
BRITTAMY RETHERFORD

SAIL THE GALAPAGOS

Beligve the hype. Six hundred miles off
the coast of Ecuador, the Galdpagos
islands are like the Garden of Eden
before the Fall. With its high concen-
tration of endemic spacias and virtu-
ally zero predators, the wildife on

this archipelago Is =c at sase that a
Mazca booby might waddle up to peck
your camera lens, There's plenty of
controversy owver the maost PL way to
see the islands. Hidden Paces, owned
by writer Maria Coffey and her husband,
Dag Goering, has crafted an 11-day
itimerary that's as eco-conscious as
they come, thanks ta the couple’'s
lazal connections and commitmeant

o emdironmental integrity, You begin
in Ecuador's colonial capital of Qulto,
where you'll stay in a family-owned
boutigque hotel. Once in tha islands,
you'll cruise on & locally owned 90-Toot
yacht that holds only 16 guests has a
state-of-the-art waste-management
system, and uses bicdegradable
products. Your guide, Ermesta Vaca,
has beer working as a park naturalist
since 1985, Akong the cliffs of Espafiola
istand, he might point out a pair of
waved albatrosses engaged in thair
mating ritual: clacking their beaks
together like swards, You'll also visit
pirate sites, eat barbecue with ane of

the original Galdpagos settler families,

and watch tiny penguins zip past your
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snarkeling mask. Doubles from $4,850;
hiddenplaces.net —5.P.

BEACH-HOP BRALIL

Meed to dig your toes in the sand?
Take a couple of weeks and beach-hop
in Bahia, a nartheastern Brazillan state
with 685 miles of pristine Atlantic
coastiine. This colorful ragion of wild,
andless beaches brought the world
the martial art of caposira and the

T

Afro-Brazillan samba. Get a fesl for

the culture in Salvador, the “happiness
capital of Brazil] a lvely 16th-century
city where you'll find laid-back locals,
pastel colonial Portuguese casas,

and 31 miles of beaches (Busca Vida
is a local favorite). Nearby Boipeba,

a sleepy island with palm-lned white-
sand shores and fishing villages
founded by lesult priests in 1537, is the
perfect place to do nothing but drink
fresh coconut water In a beachsida
hammuock at your inéxpensive posada
between swims, If you want mare
action, the bustling surf town,of
ltacaré has a nonstop party atmos-
phere with plenty of caipirinhas, a
drink made from potent cachaca
sugar, and ime, Gorge on freshly grilled
daorada on spactacular ltacasezinho
bmach or surf any number of breaks



MNevados de Chiltan,
Chile and, right,
Portille’s Tho Bob's

with Easy Drog Surf Camp (easydrop
com), Feeld like splurging? The small
village of Trancoso Is paradise on earth
and a low-key vacation spot for the
waorld's fashionistas. Ukua Casa Hatel
{one-bedrooms from $750 per night
ussa.com) has nine echectic casas
surrounding the town's square, all
within an easy walk of Tancoso’s eight
beaches. Dine at Restaurante Da Sil-
vana, which serves up the best authen-
tic Bahian dishes In town, —5.P.

SKITHE ANDES

L5 every serious skier's summer fan-
tasy to make a pilgrimage to Chile. with
Its intense steeps, untracked powder,
and abundant réd wine, Book your trip
now for the first three wesks in August
after the Chilean July holidays wrap
up, leaving the ski areas emgaty. Start
in Portillo—where each season tha
massive veliow Hotel Partilla hasts an
eccentric cast of Brazillan heiresses
and Austrian ski racers—and then head
south toward the Lake District, .'-'A.I-'_'-'ll.l.
the way your'll find Nevados de Chillan,
where you can ski off-piste powder
past hissing, steaming blowhaoles on an
active valcano and tap into the open
bowids of Valle Mevada, El Colorada, and
La Parva, whera hidden gullies shealter
powder lang after storms, There, if you
rent a car, you have the flexibility to do
road laps (think DY cat-skiing). Don't
forget the actual snowcat operation
at wild, untarmed Arpa, a low-kay yinto
Portille's luxe yang. For a great intro-
duction to Andes skiing, check out pro-
fessional skier Chris Davenport's Sk
with the Superstars week in Portilla,
which features parsgnallzed coaching
by some of the biggest names in
freesking, inc uding Mike Douglas,
Olympian Wendy Fisher, arnd Daven-
part himself {$2,150; steepskiing.com)
Admire your lines fram the best ski-

lunch spot on earth—the deck of Tio
Bab's. an ald stone shepherd™s hut
perched an the edge of a rocky ridge
surrsunded by the jagged Andes,
—TOM WINTER

ROAD-TRIP RUTA 40

Imagine Route 56 before develop-
ment—hell, before pavement—and
youll begin to understand the icanic
and oddly pristine nature of Argentina's
Ruta £0 {or La Cuarenta. as it's locally
ko). I its entirety, Ruta 40 stretches
from the Bolivian border all the way
o 1o the continent's little toe, in
Cabo Virgenes—3,100-plus miles of
porgeous, unpredictable road-tripging
that bounces past 18 rivers and 20
national parks, including the Moak-like
Calchagui valley {home to the ancient
ruins of Quilmes) and Talarnpaya,

sarmetimes called Argenting's Grarnd Infinfty
Canyon. Drive it all, or follow the 1,200- T
mibe, weelkdong slice | did with a couple Just outsics

of friends a few years back in a rented
VW Gol we picked up In the cobonial
city of Salta. The road skirts the Andes
for miles on end, 5o impramptu jags led
us to hikes and trout-filled streams
Often there'll be nothing for hours, and
thaen the reward of a MIFARRE proves
real; the mystically lush valley town of v
Barreal or the petroghvphs at Talam- i
paya Mational Park, Do not miss Posada tay i 1l
San Eduarda, a charming. modest Family cas
estate owned by a former Formula One I nf
driwer in Barreal [Av. San Martin at Los
Enamorados; no phone or website)

and La Palmera restaurant. home to

the best chivito {roast baby goat) on Brdl

earth (Ruta 15 at Ruta 40, Vika Union, B
near Talampaya National Park, no rinat
phone or website], Mear the finish line i

alterw far a couple of days in the fecund
region around Mendoza, where—I can
hagpily repart—you'll find wines dali-
cious and cheap enough to bring any
raad trip to a sudden, ghuttonous end.
—105H DEAMN

Fly-fishing
Rio Limay,
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