


: A :‘ ¥ true wilderness. This camp - only 10 part-African, part-Shackleton-style safan
>y 7 tents with hot-water bottles and lots of furs - sits like an eagle’s eyrie above
w5 ’ N 200-foot ice-fall, with vast tumbling blocks of snow below. A South African chef
; “' y (who had never even seen snow before she arrived here) cooks up hearty feasts

d - wonderful barbecues, lots of puddings. Go kitesurfing, abseiling or checking

White Desert

Whichaway Camp, Antarctica)

Probably the most exciting trip of the decade, the most off-world experience
you could have. The sign in Cape Town for where you're heading is ‘Unknown
International Airport’. Five hours in a private jet later and you land in the last

out the ice caves. Or fly low over the coast to see the 6,000 Emperor penguin
and their wibbly-wobbly chicks. Or simply check out the view. This is, afterall
where four suns appear in the sky at the same time. Tel 07740 423571. Websité
white-desert.com. Rates 10-day expedition, from £22,300, all inclusive

TlierrasAtacama

San Pedro de Atacama, Chile

The Atacama desert is simply one of the most stunning places in the
world: sculptural, meditative, a geographical right hook to the head. It
makes no sense. It blows you away. And now there's a sophisticated spot
to escape to after hiking in the Valley of the Moon and flamingo-gazing on
an infinity of salt flats. This place is grown-up and has a spa and open-air
yoga platform. There's nothing lovelier than washing out the red dust in
your alfresco shower, taking a dip in the pool, having a long steam before
a deeply satisfying massage and then falling asleep in your four-poster
to the perfect view of Licancabur volcano. Instant peace - inside and
out. Website tierraatacama.com. UK reservations Last Frontiers (tel:
01296 653000). Rates Double, from £230, full board.

Don Enrique Lodge

Misiones, Argentina
In the little finger of lush, subtropical rainforest that Argentina pokes betwees
the ribs of Brazil and Paraguay sits this tiny lodge. It's not far from the cityof
Iguaza, but the four-hour drive through fields of tobacco, citronella and ma
takes you into deepest nowhere. Surrounded by jungle, three (soon to be

five) cabins perch their balconies above the gurgling Paraiso River. Thisisa
place where a single thunderclap can roll on for 22 seconds and where thef
is a passion for the rainforest that's contagious. Eliseo, the dashing quide,
points out useful plants and peccary and jaguar trails, while gesticulating
wildly with his machete. There are shady waterfalls, crystal pools for swimming
canoe trips on gentle waters and towers for watching toucans. You can visi
Guarani communities and then come back for supper, lovingly prepared
by chef Isabel using vegetables and fruit grown on the lodge’s organic farm.
Website donenriquelodge.com.ar. UK reservations The Ultimate Travel

Company (tel: 020 7386 4646). Rate Double, from £200, full board.>







